The GF '66 conference can be considered as the beginning of a long series of (smaller or bigger) international conferences on generalized functions and related fields organized quite regularly, first-in the sixties yet-in Poland (Jaszowiec, Szczyrk, Wisła, Zakopane), then also in other countries. Let These conferences inspired the development of the theory of generalized functions and its applications in various areas of mathematics and physics. They opened new possibilities for international cooperation and for close contacts and long-lasting relations between mathematicians from various academic centers. We personally owe very much to those conferences and the possibilities they created.
The idea of organizing an international conference on generalized functions again in Poland to commemorate Jan Mikusiński was accepted by our colleagues from Poland and abroad, who cooperated with us in the Organizing Committee. Let us express our special thanks to Professors O. Łopuszański, G. Łysik, M. Oberguggenberger and S. Pilipović. Several known mathematicians agreed to form the Scientific Committee. Finally, the conference under the name Linear and Non-linear Theory of Generalized Functions and Its Applications (abbreviated GF '07) was held at Będlewo from September 2 to September 8, 2007 .
The conference aroused a pretty large interest: the book of abstracts prepared prior to the conference contains 86 abstracts and names of 93 participants. Finally, there were 79 participants from 18 countries.
Plenary and ordinary scientific sessions embraced a large variety of topics in the analytic and algebraic theories of generalized functions and their applications in various fields of mathematics and physics. The topics included: the structural properties of the spaces of distributions, ultradistributions, hyperfunctions, generalized hyperfunctions and other generalized functions, regular and irregular operations on generalized functions, linear and non-linear problems in ordinary and partial differential equations, differential and pseudodifferential operators (with singularities), semigroups of generalized functions, equations on networks and applications, the Colombeau theory and its generalizations with applications, product of generalized functions, convolution and convolutors of generalized functions, convolution equations and algebras, convolution quotients and algebraic constructions of generalized functions, generalizations of oper-ational calculus, fractional calculus, integral transforms, series and asymptotic expansions of generalized functions, boundary values in distribution, ultradistribution and hyperfunction spaces, spectral and microlocal analysis in spaces and algebras of generalized functions, infinite dimensional complex analysis, modulation spaces, applications in probability theory and generalized stochastic processes, applications in physics and engineering.
A special Jan Mikusiński Commemoration Session was organized in connection with the twentieth anniversary of the death of Jan Mikusiński. The chief talks of the session were delivered by participants of the GF '66 conference: Krystyna Skórnik, Piotr Antosik and Hikosaburo Komatsu. The main lecture, Professor Jan Mikusiński -the 20th anniversary of his death, was given by K. Skórnik. The text of her presentation, included in this volume together with interesting photos and a map, contains biographical material which is wider in many respects than in earlier articles of various authors. A special atmosphere during the seminars, conferences and meetings with Professor Mikusiński was recalled by one of his students and a close collaborator, P. Antosik, in the talk entitled On Professor Jan Mikusiński's seminar in Katowice. In the third talk, H. Komatsu shared with the audience his interesting memories about the Katowice 1966 conference and Jan Mikusiński's visits to Japan. Later several participants (R. Estrada, R. Gorenflo, A. Kamiński Unfortunately, it is not possible to include all these interesting presentations in this volume. For other biographic materials containing also interesting remembrances and opinions of various mathematicians about Professor Jan Mikusiński we refer to [2, 1, 3, 4] .
More information about the conference can be found at www.impan.gov.pl/ ∼ gf07. The next international meeting on generalized functions was announced to be organized in Vienna in August 31 -September 4, 2009, under the name International Conference on Generalized Functions, GF 2009.
At the end, we would like to avail ourselves of this opportunity to express our personal gratitude to all people and institutions that made the conference possible, including the Institute of Mathematics of the Polish Academy of Sciences, the Banach Center and the University of Rzeszów and their staff. We also thank heartily all members of the Organizing and Scientific Committees and, in particular, our colleagues from the University of Rzeszów. Finally, we give our apologies for a delay in publishing this volume, partly due to some unexpected personal problems.
